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Canadian
registrars making
money with .mobi

The frontier of the World Wide Web
expanded in September with the
public launch of a domain geared to
viewing on mobile devices. Far from
the dot-com gold rush mentality of
a decade ago, however, registration
is largely happening at a more mea-
sured — but still respectable — pace.

“Definitely it was pretty quick uptake,”
says Cybele Negris, co-founder and COO
of Welk es.ca, 3 Vi -based

investors who expect the [.mobi top-level
domain] to be successful in the future.”

Like Negris, Schreier says Pool.com has
been doing a brisk trade in .mobi registra-
tions since resistration opened. “We had
originally more than 10,000 unique back-
arders for .mobi domains from 58 countries
around the world,” he says.

Thenew domain isntwithout its detractors,
however: in May 2004, 1o less a high-profile
Internet personality than Tim Berners-
Lee wged the Internet Corporation
for Assigned Names and Numbers
(ICANN), the global non-profit agency
overseeing the Internet domain registra-
tion system, not to create the .mobi domain.
As director of the World Wide Web
Consortium (W3C) and acknowledged
inventor of the Web, Berners-Lee garnered

Internet registrar which signs up clients for
a number of top-level domains inclnding
the two-month-old mobi domain for
mobile devices,

With an impressive group of backers
including Ericsson, Google, Microsoft
and Nokia, the mobi domain was perhaps
bomwith something of a silver spoon in its
mouth. After becoming generally available
on September 27, global registrations for
the domain hit 200,000 within a month.

Negris says that while the .ca domain still
accounts for the majority of Webnames.ca’s
‘business — 55% of total sales last month
~ .mobi now accounts for 21% of the firm's
domains sold, putting it solidly in second
place. By comparison, the .com domain
accounted for 16% of domain sales.

To date, Negris says many of the early buyers
of .mobi domains have been corporations
looking to protect their intellectual property
in this new frontier, while others have been
“domainers”: investors who get in earlyand
build a portfolio of domains they believe
‘Thave potential for resale in the future. One
of the latter was Florida's Rick Schwartz,
who paid US$200,000 for the flowers.mobi
domain at a conference in October.

Richard Schrefer, CEQ of Ottawa-based
registrar Pool.com, says that while there
likely aren‘t many other .mobi domains that
will carry that kind of price tag, “I thinkit at
least demonstrates that there are buyers or
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considerable support for his objections that
the .mobi domain would lead to further
fragmentation and commercialization of
the Web — and that registrars’ forfunes
would grow as a result.

It's an argument Negris has heard before.
To the critics, the .mobi domain is “just a
marketing ploy for the registries and for
ICANN to get more dollars from other
people’s pockets,” she says.

Negris acknowledges some of the criti-
cisms made by others — namely, that WAP
browsers can access a .com page just as
easily — but points out that the mobi top-
level domain also includes a set of standards,
inchuding the nse of KHTML for site desizn.
That means a.mobi-optimized site will still
load faster on mobile devices, something
that's impertant in Canada with a dearth
of the all-you-can-sat mobile data packages
that are so popular in the US, Europe and
the Pacific Rim.

And though it might seem that .mobi, at
four letters, might be more cumbersome
than three-letter domain extensions to type
on the often-tiny keypads of mobile devics,
Schrejer notes that most mobile devices can
besetup to antomatically fill out the “ mobi”
at the end of a URL on behalf of the user.
“The one really strong factor is the support

the manufacturers of mobile devices
who promise some level of integration with
.mobi,” he says. With that support, .mobi’s
firture may be all but assured.
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Ad-supported T/Web business grows

Last menth saw zoma major announcaments from
the growieg number of Canacian marketers locking to
harness the corwergance of television and the Web.
Toronto-beszed marksting agency Savers Plus Inter-
national Inc. iked a deal to access the cortent of
Beverly Hills CAz No Good TV (NGTV), a subversive,
ad-apparted digital media network aimed at the 18-
4 demographic. NGTV plans to launch a= a broadband
video site this month, with  subscription videc-on-
demand offerg becoming available to US cable and
satellitz networks sometime nest yaar, Savers Plus
Intamational’s Eys Rodk ad-suppartad TV netwerk,
which alsa plans to launch sometime this manth,

will fastre matendl such as exBaysatsh beauty
Cammen Electra’s Naked Women’s Wrestling Leagus
and arews magazing hosted by former Playbay modsl
“fwette Lapez in addition to NGTY = contert.
Meanwhile, another Tarontn e-marketing frm, Blu-
eRush.TV Ine., has received an infusicn of rwestment
from & publicly iraded capital pecl company: BlusFlzh,
TV imvesztors — led by company founder and prasidert
Lawrerce Lubin and VP and diractar Lan Smafsky—will
togather sall al the issued and sutstancing sharas of
their firm to Soyers Capital Ltd. i axchange for s
tatal of 20,000,000 commen shares of Sayers Capital,
which is a Tier 2 company listed on the TS Veniure
Exchange. After the transaction is completed, Soyers
Capital plarz to apply for a listing a3 a technology
firm on the main TSX Verure Exchange. Lubin and
Smofzky wal alzo sit on the boand of directors at
Sayers Capital after the deal iz conchided. Refeming
o itgalf a5 an “orr demend marketing” frm, Bheflush.
TV offers rich-media marksting sobsticns, nduding
dedcated on-denand broadband video channels, fora
wanety of ssctors and busnesses.
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